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Professor Jay P. Greene’s blog post on August 4, 2017 discusses our research on the Louisiana 
Scholarship Program (LSP) and accuses us of “academic fraud” for failing to give proper credit 
to work on the LSP by Greene, Jonathan Mills, and Patrick Wolf.  Professor Greene also 
characterizes our work as a “replication” of Mills’ thesis and faults us for a precipitous and 
strategically motivated release of results.  These claims are unsubstantiated nonsense. We are 
posting this response to set the record straight. The relevant facts are as follows: 
 

• Regarding the timing of our work: Our data agreement with the Louisiana Department 
of Education (LDE), which describes our intent to evaluate the Louisiana Scholarship 
Program, was signed in November 2012. The agreement appears at the end of this memo. 
This agreement shows:   

1. The Louisiana Department of Education authorized us to evaluate the Louisiana 
Student Scholarship Program at the time it was signed, long before any release by 
Greene et al. of work on the same topic. 

2. Our study was not released in a precipitous manner. Our data agreement expired 
on November 7, 2015, and our paper was released shortly thereafter. 

 
• Regarding the timing of the Greene, Mills and Wolf team’s work: The University of 

Arkansas team describes their evaluation of the Louisiana Scholarship Program here: 
http://www.uaedreform.org/louisiana-sseep-evaluation/ 

1. This material notes: “The evaluation will run from 2013 through 2019.”  
2. Patrick Wolf’s CV (downloaded from his website 8/4/2017) states his work on 

the Louisiana Student Scholarship Program began in 2013.  
3. The Arkansas team signed a data agreement with LDE in December 2014: 

https://web.archive.org/web/20150109163252/https://www.louisianabelieves.co
m /resources/library/data-center/data-sharing-agreements 
 

• Regarding the release of our work: We postponed the release of our paper because the 
LDE promised us additional data in exchange for delaying public disclosure of our results. 
We released the paper when we judged that this data was not forthcoming. This sequence is 
documented in a recent article by Barnum: 
 https://www.the74million.org/article/who-gets-access-to-school-data-a-case-study-in-how-
privacy-politics-budget-pressures-can-affect-education-research 

1. An email dated October 30, 2015 requesting additional data is now in the public 
domain: https://html1-f.scribdassets.com/90vd4razi85ultms/images/1-
c6c658660a.jpg 

2. The data supplied in December 2015 omitted the control group necessary for our 
study (lottery losers) and was therefore useless to us. 



§ The fact that new data did not include scores for applicants who applied 
for a scholarship but did not matriculate in year 2 is confirmed in emails, 
which are now part of the public record, available here: https://html2-
f.scribdassets.com/24wbuqb6805ultmj/images/1-b44b319e5e.jpg  

3. As documented in the exchange posted by Barnum, the LDE did not seem ready 
to fix this problem in a timely manner. We therefore released the paper in late 
December 2015, and it appeared as an NBER working paper on 1/4/2016.  

 
• Regarding citations to working papers and drafts: 

1. Mills and Wolf released a working paper in February 2016. This is the first 
working paper by the Arkansas team that we are aware of. It does not reference 
the Mills (2015) dissertation chapter mentioned in Greene’s blog post.  

§ Available at: 
http://educationresearchalliancenola.org/files/publications/Report-1-LSP-
Y2-Achievement.pdf 

2. The Mills (2015) dissertation chapter is also not cited in three other working 
papers issued as part of the University of Arkansas School Choice Demonstration 
Project: 

§ http://educationresearchalliancenola.org/files/publications/Report-2-LSP-
Non-Cog-and-Political-Tolerance.pdf 

§ http://educationresearchalliancenola.org/files/publications/Report-3-LSP-
and-Racial-Segregation.pdf 

§ http://educationresearchalliancenola.org/files/publications/Report-4-LSP-
Competitive-Effects.pdf 

3. Having seen the February 2016 paper, we added a reference to it. This appears on 
p. 13 of our paper. 

§ Available at: http://emlab.berkeley.edu/~crwalters/papers/LSP.pdf 
4. The Mills-Wolf report released June 2017 appears to be the first reference by the 

Arkansas team to the Mills dissertation chapter. This is available at: 
§ http://educationresearchalliancenola.org/files/publications/Mills-Wolf-

Effects-of-LSP-on-Student-Achievement-After-Three-Years-July-
2017.pdf 

5. Pathak gave a seminar at the University of Arkansas in 2016, after the release of 
our working paper and the first Mills and Wolf paper. Pathak interacted with 
Greene during the visit. Greene did not mention the Mills (2015) dissertation or 
bring up any of the allegations in his blog post during this interaction.  

 
• Greene’s post describes an interaction between Wolf and Abdulkadiroglu that occurred 

at lunch during a keynote address at a conference in June 2015. This conversation 
centered on the use of school assignment mechanisms for program evaluation. The 
conversation occurred more than two years after we signed our data agreement to 
evaluate the LSP using lotteries, so it was clearly not the inspiration for our work. 
 

As these facts demonstrate, Greene’s allegation of fraud is irresponsible and without merit. 
 



Addendum: State of Louisiana Department of Education Data Sharing Agreement 
November 2012 

 

 



 





 
  



 


